Dehydroepiandrosterone and biologics in the treatment of systemic lupus erythematosus.
Our understanding of the immune system in health and disease has greatly increased over this past decade. An outgrowth of this burgeoning knowledge has been the discovery of novel strategies to treat a variety of autoimmune diseases. As a result, significant advances have been made in the treatment of arthritis with a half-dozen new treatments approved between September, 1998 and November, 1999. Although no new therapies have been approved for the treatment of systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE), this decade has witnessed an unprecedented amount of activity in drug development for this disease. This article specifically addresses the current status of drug development in the area of hormonal and biologic therapies for SLE.